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In early October, Cuban authorities began a widely publicized campaign against common crime,
corruption, and other anti-social behavior, which they believe are linked to the economic opening
and cultural influences from the US. A report by the Policia Nacional Revolucionaria said street
holdups, break-ins, assaults on the highways, cattle theft, and other common crimes are on the
increase, as are prostitution, official corruption, and drug trafficking. To that list, a Communist Party
official added illicit enrichment, absenteeism from work, pilferage of public property, and cronyism.
To combat the rising crime rate, the government has turned to the Comites de Defensa de la
Revolucion (CDR), neighborhood watch groups organized in 1960 to carry revolutionary principals
to the grassroots. Besides neighborhood crime watches, CDRs assist in vaccination campaigns,
donate blood, and help recycle usable materials.
At the fifth CDR congress held in Havana Sept. 25-28, delegates representing more than 7.8 million
CDR members discussed their part in reinvigorating revolutionary ideals through stepped-up
participation in public security. CDR general coordinator Juan Contino called on the organizations
to be vigilant against the "social indisciplines of the community." Government sees crime as
national-security issue Contino and other speakers at the congress including President Fidel Castro
presented crime prevention as a national-security matter. Making the case for cracking down on
pimps, Communist Party official Esteban Lazo said it is necessary to get tough "or they will finish us
off, finish off the Revolution, if we don't teach them a lesson."
Castro underlined the same point. "The struggle against this lawlessness is a battle for the survival
of the revolution," he told the CDR audience. The government sees common criminals as bad
for tourism and for Cuba's image abroad, but more importantly, as an anti- revolutionary threat
encouraged by the US. As the economic opening has proceeded, along with inviting foreign
investment and foreign tourists to Cuba, the Cuban government has periodically called for an
"ideological hardening" against unwanted side affects.
Cuban policymakers are clearly worried that the price of creating space for a free-market and
encouraging a parallel dollar economy, no matter how limited, is the introduction of great income
inequities and limitless desire for material consumption. Castro told the CDR delegates that the US
is trying to worsen Cuba's economic problems with an "ideological war," transferring its "rotten
ideas" to Cuban society.
Recently, Castro has universalized this theme, predicting that the inevitable globalization of
economies threatens to impose US hegemony and cultural values around the world. The challenge
is to combat US consumer culture, Castro said. He attacked the capitalist press for portraying an
idyllic materialism enjoyed by only 20% of the world's population and violent US films that are a
"modern mechanism of alienation." He praised China as the only major economy that so far has
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successfully insulated itself from the worst of these influences while forcing the US into a favorable
trade relationship.
In mid-October, police appeared in great numbers in tourist areas of Havana checking identification
papers and sweeping pimps, prostitutes, and hustlers off the streets. Police shut down four
discotheques frequented by tourists including the Palacio de la Salsa in the Habana Riviera hotel.
In other clubs, Cubans were barred from entry. Prostitution is not a criminal offense in Cuba, but
proposed reforms in the penal code would change that, imposing prison terms of two to 20 years
on prostitutes and others who take part in the trade. At present, panderers who take money earned
by prostitutes are subject to prosecution as social parasites. [Sources: Notimex, 09/24/98, 09/27/98,
09/29/98; Inter Press Service, 10/05/98; El Nuevo Herald (Miami), 10/12/98; Spanish news service
EFE, 10/14/98; Reuters, 10/17/98]
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